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Kenwood High graduate chosen as a 2021 Sophie Kerr 
Prize finalist 

Prize is the nation’s largest undergraduate literary prize, worth $65,580 

 

Towson, MD – MacKenzie Brady, a 2017 graduate of Kenwood High School and a senior at Washington 

College, is one of only six 2021 finalists for the Sophie Kerr Prize in literature, worth $65,580 this year. 

 

The winner of the nation’s largest undergraduate literary prize will be announced on Friday, May 21, at 

7:30 p.m. during a ceremony livestreamed on YouTube. The prize is awarded each year to the 

Washington College graduating senior demonstrating the greatest literary promise. 

 

“The achievements of our graduates bring honor to and reflect the strengths of our schools,” said 

Baltimore County Public Schools Superintendent Dr. Darryl L. Williams. “We will be listening for 

MacKenzie Brady’s name to be called on Friday, and we look forward to her literary endeavors.” 

 

Brady, an English and studio art major at Washington College, is editor-in-chief of the student 

newspaper, The Elm; poetry editor for the student literary and arts magazine, Collegian; managing 

editor of the student journal of liberal arts and sciences, Washington College Review; president of 

Writers’ Union; a poetry screener for the national literary journal, Cherry Tree; and a member of the 

National English Honor Society, Sigma Tau Delta.  

 

Brady’s portfolio contains poems, flash fiction, and essays. Last year, Brady participated in a summer 

journalism experience, funded by the Harwood Journalism Endowment Fund, at the Kent County News. 

https://www.bcps.org/system/news
https://www.washcoll.edu/
https://www.washcoll.edu/
https://www.washcoll.edu/academic_departments/english/sophie-kerr-legacy/sophie-kerr-prize.php
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZvFH3eOXkiA


After graduation, she will join the newspaper staff as a reporter, with plans to pursue a Master of Fine 

Arts degree in poetry. 

 

(Editor’s note: A photo of Brady accompanies this release.)  
 

# # # 
 

Baltimore County Public Schools, the nation’s 25th largest school system, is focused on raising the bar and closing 
gaps to prepare our students for the future. Thanks to innovative and talented leaders, teachers, staff, and 
students, BCPS celebrates many honors. 

 

http://www.bcps.org/
https://teambcps.exposure.co/categories/honors

